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PLAN CONTEXT

1. Mission, role and function in the Tertiary Education Sector

Trinity Methodist Theological College (hereafter called Trinity College), believes that it has responded with
innovation and creativity to the Government Priorities as noted in the Tertiary Education Strategy 2010 —
2015. In particular it has structured itself to meet the goals of:

1 increasing the number of Pasifika students achieving at higher levels

1 improving the educational and financial performance of providers.

Trinity College is the only tertiary education organisation linked to the Methodist Church of New Zealand.
It has a distinctive tradition of holding together both commitment to quality academic education and
engagement in practical activity. It balances concern for theology and spirituality on the one hand with

concern for the development of a just society and inclusive communities on the other.

To achieve these aspirational goals, the core purposes of Trinity College are:

1 To provide quality adult education in theology and ministry relevant to the Treaty-based context in
Aotearoa New Zealand in conjunction with its significant Pasifika components.

1 To prepare people for lay and ordained ministry leadership within the Methodist Church of New
Zealand or within other churches or related bodies in Aotearoa-New Zealand or Oceania.

1 To provide stepping-stone educational opportunities relevant to the needs, backgrounds, and goals of
individual students, whatever their cultural or theological background.

1 To maintain and develop educational programmes which are relevant for all ethnic groups and in
particular Maori and Pacific Island students.

1 To research and monitor the spiritual needs and aspirations of communities in Aotearoa-New Zealand.

1 To provide educational opportunities relevant to the needs of the Methodist Church of New Zealand and

other interested church or related bodies.

As theology and ministry are not exclusively related to the lives of churches, Trinity College’s educational
approach is to prepare men and women to participate fully in the social needs and development of
communities and use theological insights to help people deepen their social and cultural awareness, and full
participation in New Zealand society. We expect such people, and the communities within which they
exercise leadership to become innovators in social and cultural development. In this manner Trinity College
maintains awareness of its particular contribution to New Zealand’s economic, social and cultural

development.

Trinity College recognizes that the general education levels of Pacific peoples in New Zealand is rising, and
that churches play a pivotal role in encouraging this. This positive trend can be accelerated through
developing new leaders who are theologically well-educated and engaged to build up resilient churches and
communities. For example, in 2008, Trinity College sent students to a Conference focusing on Pacific Island

identity in a new land, and creative leadership development in the new context. In 2009, Trinity College



sponsored a similar programme involving Auckland University and St John’s College. One hundred and fifty
participants attended the gathering or Talanoa. In 2010, Trinity College, in conjunction with the Oceania
Biblical Scholars Association, OBSA, and the University of Auckland, held a further conference. This was on
the impact of climate change on Oceania. This conference had fifty participants. It is envisaged that in the
future we will further develop these Conference partnership programmes to enhance general Pasifika

community education.

To further these aims, in 2008, the College made its first appointment of a Tongan Faculty member. In
2010, we have introduced courses that develop an interpretation of being Fijian, Samoan, Tongan in New
Zealand, alongside of praxis in ministry through and for cross-cultural churches. In Auckland every
Methodist Church has at least two and sometimes up to five Oceania language groups associated with its
parish buildings. The student cohort of Trinity College has been more or less culturally diverse since the
1990s, and in the last decade has catered to a majority of Pasifika students. Recent emphases in lay education
programmes (non-NZQA) has involved significant numbers of Pakeha New Zelanders. Reflecting these
balances, it is anticipated that in 2011 our staffing will include:

3 part time Tongan tutors

2 part time Samoan tutors

2 part time Maori tutors

1 part time Fijian tutor

1 part time Sri Lankan
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15 part time Pakeha tutors

For the size of our College, our tutors are very highly qualified and hold a variety of degrees and
diplomas. Five hold PhDs, one is currently enrolled for a PhD, 4 hold DMins, and the rest are all

qualified to at least the Bachelors” honours level or beyond to the Masters’ level.

2. Trinity College Programmes

Diploma in Practical Theology | A programme for ministry preparation, normally a full-time

(Only programme receiving TEC | programme. This is a blended learning programme with

funding) structured tutorial modules, intensives, parish placements, some
field trips and online resourcing. Theological reflection and
supervised engagement in ministry in a parish and other settings
are core components. Theological reflection on ministry practice
takes place through monthly block courses of one week duration.
This programme is specifically designed to prepare students, lay or
ordained for ministry.

Probation-presbyter The probationer programme takes place as part of a first stationed
programme ministry position. Integral to this work is engagement in the roles
and tasks of ministry, under the supervision of a parish
superintendent and linked to a local region. Alongside this, is a
process of ongoing reflection on ministry practice and the linking

of elements from formal education with practical activity, under




the oversight of Trinity College and with a praxis supervisor.

Licentiate in Ministry Studies
(Proposed programme begins
2011)
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